
CAMS Parents/Guardians:  
 
We are excited to inform you that we have added an academic component to our 
after school program.    
 
Student capacity is 60 and registration forms are due now. Seats are filling up 
quickly! 
 
We encourage your prompt completion of this registration form, as this will secure 
your child’s “seat” in the program. This is a tremendous opportunity for your child 
because the program is designed to help children meet grade level standards 
through targeted academic instruction. Transportation will be provided. 
 
The program start date is Monday, January 30, 2023 and ends Tuesday, May 2, 
2023. The program will be offered Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:05 P.M. – 4:05 
P.M.  Attendance is mandatory to maintain eligibility for the duration of the pro-
gram.   

 
Please complete the attached registration form on page 5 of this newsletter and 
return it to Carmen Arace Middle School main office. If you are mailing your child’s 
registration form, please send to Carmen Arace Middle School, Extended Learning 
Academy After School Program, Attn: Scherell Smith, 390 Park Avenue, Bloom-
field, CT. 06002. 

 
Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D. 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

The second marking period has closed and we’re now in 
the second half of the school year. Report cards for 2

nd
 

quarter will be mailed home in the next week. Please review 
grades and GPAs together with your child, to encourage their success.  
 
In other news, Destiny Davis, the district’s School and Career Readi-
ness Specialist, presented to all 8

th
 graders in early January and 

will return for another workshop in the next month. She returned for one-
to-one follow-up conversations with students upon request. Ms. Davis 
had an introductory meeting with the 7

th
 grade students and will be facili-

tating a workshop for all 7
th
 graders some time in the next few months.  

 
Stay Warm and Healthy, 

 

Ms. Goldman, Ms. Glenney, Ms. Broxton 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

February 1-Professional De-

velopment—Schools closed 

February 15—Professional 

Development  - Early Dismis-

sal 

February 16—PTO Meeting     

6:00 P.M. - Virtual 

February 20-Presidents’ Day 

Schools & Offices closed 

 

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Regular day                             

8:05 A.M.-2:50 P.M. 

Early Dismissal                       

8:05 A.M.—12:50 P.M. 

 

 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D., Principal 

Bobby Gibson, Assistant Principal 
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*“Each year in the United States, February is dedicated as Black History Month.  What began as the grassroots effort of African Ameri-
can historian Carter G. Woodson has grown into a national time to honor the triumphs and struggles of African Americans  

throughout history.” 



7th grade teachers would like to remind families to:  Remind your student that hooded sweatshirts are NOT part of dress code. Please send 
your student to school with a sweater, or a long sleeve shirt under their collared shirt. Remind your student that cell phones and ear buds are not 
allowed to be used, or even visible, during the school day.  
                         —————————————-————————————————————————————————— 
Literacy teachers Mrs. Morris/Mrs. J. Smith:  
In Language Arts classes, our  students will be discussing people in history who have made a difference in our lives. This will be 
the starting point for a project that will have students research African Americans who have made positive contributions to our world. 
The end result will be an Informative Essay and presentation where students explain why they chose this person and why they 
should be included in the top 25 African American heroes of all time. Language Arts teachers can be reached at smorris@blmfld.org 
and Jrsmith@blmfld.org.  
Numeracy teachers Ms. Evans and Mr. Semanie:  
In Math classes, we are working on one of the most important units of the seventh grade curriculum. The students will be able to 
recognize patterns from tables and graphs, which allows them to identify equations for proportional relationships. The students will 
also be able to analyze real world word problems and create equations to aid in answering the questions posed to them. We will 
continue to strengthen skills needed to work with positive and negative rational numbers as we strive to master all skills. Mrs. Evans, 
Mr. Semanie and Mr. Foote would like to recognize the continued hard work put in by our students as they continue to improve their 
math skills. Math teachers can be reached at cevans@blmfld.org and tsemanie@blmfld.org 
Social Studies teachers Ms. Calabro and Mr. Taylor:  
In Social Studies classes, geography students are beginning to study the Caribbean. Students are using CLOSE reading 
strategies to annotate text in order to decipher key details about the geography, culture, and history of the Caribbean. Students will 
conclude the Caribbean unit with a deep dive on the history of Jamaica. Social Studies teachers can be 
reached at  hcalabro@blmfld.org and ataylor@blmfld.org  
Science teachers Ms. Pallandre and Mr. Morgan:  
In Science classes, our students are just starting our Human Impacts Unit.  Last week we learned about our water resources and 
how water cycles through living and nonliving parts of our planet in biogeochemical cycles.  This week, we are learning about water 
quality, water conservation, and researching different sources of water pollution.  Next week we will explore the problem of plastic in 
our oceans, and we will work together to engineer solutions. Science teachers can be reached at   
     lpallandre@blmfld.org and tmorgan@blmfld.org 
 
In the 7th grade Resource Math class, the students have finished units on: place value, decimal place value, the number 
line, rounding, basic inequalities, factoring, prime factorization, number patterns/sequences, and a review on basic computa-
tion skills.  We are beginning a new unit on fractions.  
In the 7th and 8th grade Resource Language Arts classes, the students focus on: reading comprehension, vocabulary, 
spelling, decoding, grammar, and editing and revising skills.  
In the 7th and 8th grade Academic Support class, students focus on individual ELA and Math skills that are targeted on 
their IXL Diagnostic and i-Ready Assessments.  They are also given the opportunity to make up missing Science and Social 
Studies Google Classroom assignments when not working in IXL or i-Ready.   Resource teachers can be reached at 
mnahas@blmfld.org and lgrier@blmfld.org.  

Literacy-Ms. Bunting and Mr. Bessette: 
Students have wrapped up an argumentative writing task to demonstrate their ability to support a claim using textual evi-
dence and include a counterclaim/rebuttal to acknowledge opposing claims. Next, students will focus on making infer-
ences, characterization, and author's purpose.  Reading selections will include a combination of literary 
and related informational texts. Students are encouraged to engage in daily independent reading at home to support compre-
hension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills. 
 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/Ms. Willis/Mr. Martey: 
This month, students are working on the fourth and fifth units on Properties of Exponents and Scientific Notation (for 8th 
grade Math )and Properties of Functions (for Accelerated Math).  Our main focus is on correctly using notations and proper-
ties to evaluate expressions. 
 
Social Studies-Ms. Bleiler and Mr. McCormack: 
This month we are continuing on the road to the American Revolution.  Students have studied the slave trade and traced the 
roots of modern music back to the African captives who brought music forms such as the call and response and instruments 
including drums and the banjo to the 13 colonies. Students have also been engaged in studying the multiple ways enslaved 
African captives and African Americans rebelled against enslavement.  Next up will be the French and Indian War, the Intol-
erable Acts, the Boston Tea Party and the American Revolution. 
 
Science-Mr. Gionfriddo and Ms. Tarbox: 
Students are learning about our solar system and the planets and objects that are part of it. To enhance our curriculum stu-
dents have an opportunity to visit the Hayden Planetarium at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City in 
March.  Bloomfield High School Career Counselor, Destiny Davis, visited Science classrooms in January- ask your student 
about her visit.   

 

TEAM COLUMBIA 

   TEAM HOWARD 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER, 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

  
 
    
As the 2023 year begins, the band will be work-
ing on improving the sound of each instrument 
section which will in turn improve the overall 
sound of the band.  Also, during this time the stu-
dents will continue to learn new rhythms and musical skills. Daily 
at-home practice is the key to success.  All too often the band 
members will think that with one concert over, the daily practice 
ends.  ALL band students MUST keep striving for greatness in the 
band room and in life. 
 
 
Ms. Crimi’s general music class has google classroom assign-
ments for every single class.  Even if students are absent they are 
required to complete them.  They are all reading assignments with 
some questions.  Please make sure your student is caught up! 
 
 

Ms. Crimi and Miss Jones 
 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION     
Physical Education has just completed round 2 of 4 with our Connecticut State Fitness Testing. We are 
in the midst of compiling the round 2 data and then we will compare it to the round 1 data. We will use this data 
to create new goals for each individual student. We will also use all data to show the progress or our students. 
Our next unit will be Speedball. It is a team game that combines football, basketball and handball. The students 
will learn to develop and apply offensive and defensive strategies within their teams. Plus, as always, get some 
needed exercise while playing this fast paced game.  Mr. Poland and Mr. Shippee 
 

Ms. Bouchard’s Art Class 
During the second quarter, students in Ms. Bouchard's art class have been developing their drawing skills, as well as 
learning about different cultures and parts of the world. We began the second quarter working on zentangles and 
mandalas in the shape of the student's hands. We learned the origin of where this art comes from and stud-
ied the sand mandalas created by Tibetan monks. During the second part of the quarter, we began working on 
pop culture and pop art. This modern type of art, made famous by Andy Warhol, revolves around pop culture 
and vibrant colors. The students created their own form of pop art and painted their final draft on a piece of can-

vas. Moving into the third quarter, our art will start to become 3-D. The students will begin to use different mediums and begin to 
explore ceramics and sculpting.  
 
Mr. Knighton’s Art Class 
My students started quarter two learning the importance of Portraiture in painting someone who inspires them to do the things they 
love each and every day, to align with our theme of legacy! Some students chose parents, athletes and even music artist. We are 
now transitioning to the design aspect of art, creating a cereal book from scratch being as creative as possible to work on branding 
and advertisement. At the end, students will present to the class to practice talking to an audience and being able to explain the 
thought behind such ideas and creative thoughts.     

UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & ART 

                      UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION      

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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PTO NEWS  
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     Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community 

within the Carmen Arace School family. 

 

 
  

Save the PTO Dates 

Thursday's—6:00 P.M. (VIRTUAL) 
 

     February 16, 2023   
    

       
              March 23, 2023     

   April 20, 2023  
              May 18, 2023    

 

 

Contact us at carmenaracePTO@gmail.com or PTO mailbox in the school office. 

 

 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS—NURSE NEWS       
 

It is imperative that staff, students and families remain vigilant 
in adhering to health and safety protocols: 
 
 Wear a face mask at all times.  
 Watch your distance. Practice physical distancing  
 Wash your hands often.  
 Cover your coughs.   
 Get your flu shot if you have not done so already. 
 Have an outlet – encourage physical activity. 
 Deal with anxiety, anger and frustration by having kids talk to a 

trusted confidant.  
 
 
 

Latoya Lewis RN, MSN  
Arace School  
860-286-2638 
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Student First Name: Student Last Name: Grade: 

Home Address: City, State: 

  

    Yes - My child WILL ATTEND the program 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Transportation 

    Yes - My child WILL TAKE the bus 

OR 

      NO – My child WILL NOT TAKE the bus 
  

  
  

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: Email address: 

Home Phone Number: Cell Number: 

Emergency Contact Information 

Person 1 Name: Relationship: Best Phone/Cell: 

Person 2 Name: Relationship: Best Phone/Cell: 

Person 3 Name: Relationship: Best Phone/Cell: 

       

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
EXTENDED LEARNING ACADEMY  

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
JANUARY 30, 2023-MAY 2, 2023 

3:00 P.M.-4:05 P.M. 
 

REGISTRATION & TRANSPORTATION FORM 


